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Los Angeles, CA 90029 
 
January 2013 
 
Dear Mr. Lindoerfer and Ms. Uhlein, 
 
Ballet Fantastique is a nonprofit professional contemporary chamber ballet company based in the 
Northwest and a Grosh customer since our inaugural performance season. The company, comprised of 
an elite cache of dancers from across the US, creates and performs exclusively all-original work by 
choreographer-producers Donna Marisa and Hannah Bontrager. Unique contemporary ballet 
productions—such as a 60’s rock Cinderella and a roaring 20’s version of Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice 
with live jazz—earn acclaim including “a bold, cross-disciplinary dance company, filled with 
virtuosos...insanely talented” (Eugene Weekly) and “imaginative geniuses” (Portland Monthly Magazine). 
Ballet Fantastique tours throughout the Northwest.  
 
In late July 2013, our critically-acclaimed company has an incredible honor: Ballet Fantastique’s nine 
dancers and Artistic Director Donna Marisa Bontrager have been invited by the Citta di San Benedetto 
del Tronto Ministry of Culture and Tourism to become the first dance group from the Americas to 
perform in San Benedetto del Tronto, Italy.  Ballet Fantastique will present its original Wild West ballet 
version of Shakespeare’s As You Like It at the 1,000 seat Palariviera theater for an expected sold-out 
audience.  We are so excited and humbled by this amazing opportunity.  And we would like to ask—
and invite—Grosh to be a part of it.   
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When we premiered As You Like It: A Wild West Ballet in Eugene in 2011, it was with two backdrops 
from Grosh’s collection—S3088 (Parlor Interior) and S2819 (Theatrical Desert). These backdrops are 
absolutely essential to the professionalism of the production.  They are beautiful! 
 
As is often the case with international touring, this partnership between the artists of the West Coast of 
the United States and the East Coast of Italy is truly a collaboration.  The City of San Benedetto is 
sponsoring the costs of production upon Ballet Fantastique’s arrival (hotel, theater, marketing), and 
Ballet Fantastique’s dancers have worked for the past 19 months to raise the funds for their plane tickets 
(with endeavors ranging from golf tournaments, to car washes, to a Kickstarter campaign).  Of course, 
Ballet Fantastique owns the production’s costumes and props—but not the backdrops so critical to the 
quality we are known for—the quality we want to share in San Benedetto.  Our goal is to represent the 
US with our best foot forward (so to speak).   
 
Will Grosh help us?  The company has just $5,000 left to raise for plane tickets, and a plan to do it—yet 
raising more than this $5,000 would be an extreme hardship for our group, donor network, and our 
artists. Ballet Fantastique would be so honored if Grosh would consider joining in this endeavor.  If 
Grosh can sponsor the rental fees of these two backdrops during this summer’s slow period (tour 
dates July 22–August 3), Ballet Fantastique has a donor who has pledged to cover the cost of round 
trip shipping from LA to Eugene.  Of course, we pledge to treat the drops with the utmost care. 
 
In gratitude for your support, we would be happy to offer: 

• Donation receipt in the amount of the donation’s retail value (nonprofit tax ID: 41-2168110) 
• Photos throughout the tour documenting the backdrop “on tour” with us!  We will also be 

posting updates on our social media throughout our trip and would love to be able to tag Grosh 
in them, email them to you, etc. 

• Permanent website logo and listing on our well-trafficked website 
• Framed, signed photograph of the dancers and the drop on tour to Italy 

 
Your support will help Ballet Fantastique continue producing “Ballet like you’ve never seen it before”™ 
and extend them past our West Coast home—globally!!!  Thank you in advance for your support.  Ballet 
Fantastique is deeply grateful for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Hannah Bontrager 
Executive Director 
Ballet Fantastique 
 


